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Opinion

As another year of the COVID pandemic passes by, it is 
imperative to see how COVID-19 has affected the field of oncology. 
Not only has cancer diagnosis and management been affected, but 
cancer patients have suffered considerably too. Cancer patients 
are among the most susceptible to acquiring the infection, due 
to decreased immunity from the tumor and different treatment 
modalities. They also have increased morbidity and mortality from 
the infection, especially those with hematological malignancies, 
compared to the general population [1]. For patients needing 
surgery, a dilemma is the optimal time to schedule the surgery. A 
study showed an increased risk of postoperative complications like 
pneumonia, respiratory failure, sepsis, and pulmonary embolism 
in those whom elective surgery was performed within the first 8 
weeks after COVID infection [2]. As a whole, cancer diagnosis and 
screening have decreased during the pandemic [3]. For cancer 
management, even though inpatient admissions decreased, 
outpatient chemotherapy sessions were not significantly affected 
[4].

Due to the reluctance of patients to go to hospitals and 
clinics during the rise of COVID cases, telemedicine services 
were started in various oncology centers throughout the world. 
There have been mixed reviews from patients regarding the 
substitution of conservative consultations with telemedicine; 
and it remains to be seen whether this innovation will be widely 
accepted soon [4,5]. A great turning point in the COVID pandemic 
has been the introduction of vaccines against COVID. Although 
vaccination decreases rates of infection in cancer patients, the 
decrease is lower than the general population, particularly among 
patients who have undergone recent chemotherapy or have a  

 
hematological malignancy [6] Studies have shown that booster 
doses increase rates of seroconversion among those previously 
nonimmune in spite of being vaccinated [7]. As COVID continues 
to spread, it is to be seen how oncology and cancer patients adapt 
to the changes. Meanwhile we must focus on cancer screening and 
not neglect this important means of detecting cancer early. Cancer 
patients should be encouraged to be vaccinated to decrease risk 
of COVID and its complications. For those already affected, cancer 
management should be tailored according to the severity of the 
infection.

Ethical Statement

Our study did not require an ethical board approval because it 
did not contain human or animal trials.

References
1.	 Venkatesulu BP, Chandrasekar VT, Girdhar P, Amrish Sharma, Thiravi-

yam Elumalai, et al. (2021) A systematic review and meta-analysis of 
cancer patients affected by a novel coronavirus. JNCI Cancer Spectrum 
5(2): pkaa102.

2.	 Deng JZ, Chan JS, Potter AL, Ya Wen Chen, Harpal S Sandhu, et al. (2021) 
The Risk of Postoperative Complications following Major Elective Sur-
gery in Active or Resolved COVID-19 in the United States. Annals of 
surgery 275(2): 242-246.

3.	 Englum BR, Prasad NK, Lake RE, Minerva Mayorga Carlin, Douglas J 
Turner, et al. (2021) Impact of the COVID‐19 pandemic on diagnosis 
of new cancers: A national multicenter study of the Veterans Affairs 
Healthcare System. Cancer 128(5).

4.	 Rasschaert M, Vanclooster P, Depauw L, Tim Mertens, Ella Roelant, 
et al. (2021) Meeting the Challenges in Oncology Care Management 
During the SARS-Cov-2 Pandemic: A Retrospective Analysis. Cancer 
Control 28: 10732748211045275.

Keywords:  Cancer; Cancer Screening; Corona Virus; COVID; Vaccination

http://dx.doi.org/10.19080/CTOIJ.2022.21.556060
http://juniperpublishers.com
http://juniperpublishers.com/ctoij
https://juniperpublishers.com/ctoij/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33875976/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33875976/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33875976/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33875976/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34793348/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34793348/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34793348/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34793348/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34623943/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34623943/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34623943/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34623943/


How to cite this article:   Meher B A, Danish M J. COVID-19 and Cancer. Canc Therapy & Oncol Int J. 2022; 21(2): 556060. 
DOI: 10.19080/CTOIJ.2022.21.556060

002

Cancer Therapy & Oncology International Journal 

5.	 Hasson SP, Waissengrin B, Shachar E, Marah Hodruj, Rochelle Fayn-
gor, et al. (2021) Rapid Implementation of Telemedicine During the 
COVID‐19 Pandemic: Perspectives and Preferences of Patients with 
Cancer. Oncologist 26(4): e679-e685.

6.	 Wu JT, La J, Branch Elliman W, Linden B Huhmann, Summer S Han et al. 
(2021) Association of COVID-19 Vaccination With SARS-CoV-2 Infec-
tion in Patients With Cancer: A US Nationwide Veterans Affairs Study. 
JAMA oncol 8(2): 281-286.

7.	 Shapiro LC, Thakkar A, Campbell ST, Stefanie K Forest, Kith Pradhan, 
et al. (2021) Efficacy of booster doses in augmenting waning immune 
responses to COVID-19 vaccine in patients with cancer. Cancer Cell 
40(1): 3-5.

Your next submission with Juniper Publishers    
      will reach you the below assets

•	 Quality Editorial service
•	 Swift Peer Review
•	 Reprints availability
•	 E-prints Service
•	 Manuscript Podcast for convenient understanding
•	 Global attainment for your research
•	 Manuscript accessibility in different formats 

         ( Pdf, E-pub, Full Text, Audio) 
•	 Unceasing customer service

            Track the below URL for one-step submission 
 https://juniperpublishers.com/online-submission.php

This work is licensed under Creative
Commons Attribution 4.0 License
DOI: 10.19080/CTOIJ.2022.21.556060

http://dx.doi.org/10.19080/CTOIJ.2022.21.556060
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33453121/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33453121/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33453121/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33453121/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34854921/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34854921/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34854921/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34854921/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34838186/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34838186/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34838186/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34838186/
https://juniperpublishers.com/online-submission.php
http://dx.doi.org/10.19080/CTOIJ.2022.21.556060

