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Abstract

Forensic photography is a specialty and has always played an important part in forensic investigation. Photographs are taken to produce a
permanent record mainly intended to preserve any evidence found from destruction.

Introduction

Usually when talking about forensic photographers, reference
is made to a person who produces a permanent visual record of
accidents or crime scenes, but forensic photography also plays
an important role all forensic activities including exhumation
(Figure 1), autopsies, medical examinations, artifacts, clothing,
etc. Forensic photography is characterized by and requires
scientific knowledge and techniques to discover and preserve
information and details found during the investigation. The
main objective is to record and graphically document evidence
for legal purposes because it is an element of legal proof. Before
taking a photograph, the photographer must analyze the scene
and the elements needed in the shooting (e.g.: appropriate ISO,
aperture, speed angle of view to avoid potential distortions of
distance, lighting conditions, lens, etc.) in order to obtain the
correct results. Each photo must have a photo evidence scales
and case number (Figure 2) when is possible, evidence number,
arrow (Figure 3), north indicator, etc., must be placed according
to photographic requirements and everything must be adapted
to the size of the subject. All photos taken must be registered
on a photographic record formin order to have a detailed record
of all the photographs taken during the different stages of the
investigation (e.g.: crime scene, exhumation, autopsy, etc.) [1].
Photographs must be taken in a series of sequential steps, such as
general view, mid-range and detail. When possible and depending
on the case, the photo evidence scale must be positioned in order
to orient the picture (Figure 4) (e.g.: for an autopsy or medical
examination the scale should be oriented towards the skull
as much as possible) [2]. Depending on the needs of the case,
different types of photography are used, such as color, black and
white, ultraviolet, and infrared in order to show various aspects

of an object, substance or other evidence. It is imperative for the
forensic photographer to follow a legal photography protocol
and ensure that the photographic evidence constitutes a fair
and accurate representation that will be admissible in a court
of law. There are different protocols specific to each stage of the
forensic photography (e.g.: exhumation, crime scene, autopsy,
etc.) [3].
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Figure 1: General view of a mass grave in Peru.
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Figure 3: Skull fragment with a gunshot wound - The arrow
show the entrance.

Conclusion

Forensic photography provides fair and accurate evidence
that is used to document all reports during a forensic
investigation and is an integral part of criminal investigation
procedures and an element of legal proof. The photographer
must be able to use the best photographic techniques in order to
obtain the best results and must be well acquainted with police
procedure as well as a good understanding of human anatomy.
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Figure 4: Hand scratch.
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