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Abstract
Previously, the author surveyed the battered specimen syndrome with special reference to the recognition of autolysis. Here, attention is
drawn to the field of forensic pathology. In this context, it is shown that, among the ethnic group called the Igbos, several forensic specimens
received by the author were so autolysed as to render opinion impossible. They deserve recognition as was firmly suggested by the pathologists
working in an Indian Government Medical College.
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Introduction

set up at Enugu, the Capital City of the Eastern Region of Nigeria,
has been used personally as the Pioneer Pathologist, from 1970,
to serve the indigenous Igbo ethnic group [4].

The battered specimen hasbeenrecognized asan unfortunate
syndrome. In the words of Barr and Williams [1], “Indeed, time
should be taken to provide as much knowledge about the patient
as possible.” Personally, [ recommended that the importance of Investigation
autolysis should be recognized in general [2]. Here, attention is
drawn to forensic pathology. In particular, a Birmingham (UK)
group emphasized the role of a histopathology data pool in
facilitating epidemiological analysis [3]. In this context, the one

Since I kept a personal copy of all the Laboratory Records, it
was easy to retrieve those that exhibited the problem of autolysis
in the specimens. They may be tabulated hereunder.

Result
Table 1.

Table 1: The putrefacted cases of autolysis.

No Initials Age Sex Organ Town
1 OoP 25 F Breast Onitsha
2 oM 67 M Prostate Port Harcourt
3 AO 20 F Uterus Afikpo
4 KN 41 F Kidney Enugu
5 EA 40 F Uterus Emene
6 AA 33 M Skin Enugu
7 00 50 F Breast Enugu
8 us 1 F Peritoneum Enugu
9 ov 29 F Intestine Nsukka
10 (0] 36 F Uterus Enugu
11 co 49 F Uterus Owerri
12 NO 39 F Breast Ehime
13 NA 39 M Skin Enugu
14 NH 24 M Appendix Enugu
15 EC 15 F Lip Enugu
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16 EC 14 M Neck Enugu
17 ET 26 F Uterus Enugu
18 EC 27 F Uterus Enugu
19 EO 34 F Jaw Afikpo
20 EG 30 F Breast Ngwo
21 EO 55 M Lymph node Uburu
22 EE 63 M Skin Enugu
23 CJ 63 M Appendix Enugu
24 CN 50 F Breast Afikpo
25 BI 33 F Uterus Onitsha
26 AP 55 F Skin Enugu
27 AJ 38 F Breast Umuahia
28 EJ 25 F Breast Enugu
29 0A 32 F Appendix Onitsha
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